
WWW.EXTREMEPANEL.COM

EXTREME PANEL TECHNOLOGIES TECHNICAL BULLETINS  |  T-2

1

REVISION DATE: 3/2025

TECHNICAL BULLETIN
NO. T-2

The Oriented Strand Board (OSB) used as the facings for Extreme SIPS includes very low levels of phenol formaldehyde. 

Formaldehyde is present in very small amounts in the phenol formaldehyde adhesives used to create the structural 

bond between the OSB wood strands. 

Data collected by HUD (HUD CFR 3280.308) indicated that emission levels from moisture-resistant phenol 

formaldehyde adhesives used for structural plywood - OSB were very low; therefore, HUD regulations explicitly 

excluded plywood/OSB made with phenol formaldehyde adhesives.

The APA, representing the Engineered Wood Association, has thoroughly researched formaldehyde emissions from APA 

trademarked products and has conducted tests using a large-scale test chamber method for measuring formaldehyde 

emissions. In this test, OSB is placed within a heated chamber and monitored for formaldehyde emission. Both newly 

produced OSB and OSB several months after production were tested. The amount of OSB placed within the heated test 

chamber was significantly greater than the amount of OSB that would normally be used to construct a typical structure.

Testing by the APA, as well as other laboratories, showed that OSB emits less than 0.1 parts per million (ppm) of 

formaldehyde within the large-scale heated test chamber. This is true for both new and aged OSB. Formaldehyde 

emitted by OSB is below HUD standards for allowable emissions.

Attached on the following pages, please find a bulletin authored by the APA and the Engineered Wood Association 

concerning formaldehyde and engineered wood products. 

The APA Bulletin can also be found at www.apawood.org (form J330 “Structural Plywood, OSB exempt from new 

formaldehyde ruling”).

SUBJECT: OSB FORMALDEHYDE LEVELS
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